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The Prez Sez
by Cary Quinn, President, 

P*PCompAS
I am writing this on Juneteenth 

(June 19, 2022) and looking forward 
to our July meeting on the eve (+1) 
of our USA Independence Day 
celebration.  May our technology 
offer us greater freedom, but not 
lock us out of our own ability to 
make enlightened choices.

For our July presentation, Plan 
A is Rob Truman from the APCUG 
Speakers Bureau discussing a 
Computer Buying Guide. Getting 
ready to invest in a new computer?  
Totally confused about all of the 
terminology and specifications. 
Rob will provide some basics 
when it comes to picking your next 
machine. If you are looking for a 
pre-purchase buying guide, then 
this presentation is for you.

Otherwise, Plan B is “Keeping 
Your Digital Identity Alive after 
You Aren’t.” Highlights are taken 
from a panel at the Cosine 2022 
Science Fiction convention, plus 
suggestions on what you might 
want to leave behind online. ☺

President Cary Quinn started 
the 4 June 2022 membership 
meeting at 9:00 am. There were 
no guests. David George made the 
coffee and John Pearce brought 
doughnuts from Krispy Kreme. 

A $1 donation is requested from 
members for doughnuts and coffee. 

OFFICER REPORTS
 

The office of the Vice-President 
is open. Cary Quinn asked if 
anyone would like to fill the role. 
There were no takers.

Secretary/Newsletter Editor 
Greg Lenihan announced the next 
newsletter deadline is 18 June.

Treasurer Toni Logan stated our 
savings account grew by another 12 
cents and currently is at $2832.52. 
Checking stands at $44.74, for 
a total of $2877.26. A motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report 
passed.

Membership Chair Ann Titus 
had nothing to report.

Librarian Paul Godfrey had 
nothing to report.

APCUG Rep/Webmaster Joe 
Nuvolini said he will check with the 
church to see if they want us to 
break down the tables at the end of 
our meeting.

Ann Titus had nothing to report 
from the Board of Directors.

OLD BUSINESS

Cary Quinn said he is still 
looking into a microphone solution 
for our meetings.

An audit of the treasurer’s 
books was not done at the last 
breakfast because it was snowed 
out in May.

NEW BUSINESS

John Pearce and Cary 
Quinn performed an audit of the 
treasurer’s books during a break in 

the meeting.
Our next meeting is scheduled 

for July 2nd, and everyone preferred 
to meet that weekend.

John Pearce asked if our 
president would like someone 
to take over the sending out of 
meeting notices. Cary Quinn said 
yes, and Joe Nuvolini volunteered 
to do it. John will supply Joe with 
the meeting one-click Zoom link.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next social breakfast 
meeting will be Saturday, 18 June, 
at Perkins, starting at 8:00 am.

Our next membership meeting 
is Saturday, 2 July.

AROUND THE ROOM

John Pearce had a discussion 
about reloading Windows 10 after 
going to Windows 11, but has not 
done it. John wants to do it, but 
has a piece of software he uses 
occasionally, and does not have a 
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President Cary Quinn presiding at the June membership 
meeting with some Zoom attendees in background.

Zoom attendees at the June meeting with our presenter, 
Francis Chao, at the bottom right.

Digerati at the June breakfast. (Picture by Cary)
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What is CMOS?
by Gaurav Shukla, reprinted with permission from HowToGeek.com

Original article at: https://www.howtogeek.com/805136/what-is-cmos/

license key anymore. He doesn’t 
believe the key will show up in 
Belarc Advisor, because the key 
unlocks the installer.

Joe Nuvolini fixed his printer 
that wasn’t printing in color (but he 
doesn’t know how). He bought a 
new one and asked Jon Peters for 
help, but he couldn’t get either to 
work. Joe later got the old printer 
to do everything he wanted, and 
he took the new one back to Best 
Buy (with no restocking fee). Joe 
had called HP for support, but his 
warranty was expired, and they 
wanted more money to help fix the 

problem than he paid for the printer.
Toni Logan asked if anyone 

was getting e-mails from companies 
that said “please confirm receipt.” 
She is getting them from different 
companies. Others have seen 
them, and Toni was told to ignore 
them. Toni said her brother-in-law 
was subject to “the ATM scam” in 
California and he lost $3500.

Cary Quinn mentioned a 
Windows zero-day exploit called 
“Follina” that they did not take 
seriously and now it is being used. It 
takes advantage of a vulnerability in 
a Windows support tool and there is 
no patch for it yet.

PRESENTATION

Francis Chao, from the 
APCUG Speaker’s Bureau, gave 
a presentation on helping others 
by controlling their desktops. He 
demonstrated this using Zoom, 
Windows Quick Assist, and 
Microsoft Remote Assistance. 
Francis noted that Microsoft 
patches often break the Quick 
Assist program. For details on how 
to use these, visit his website at 
aztcs.apcug.org and click “Meeting 
Notes.” You can contact Francis at 
fchao2(at)yahoo.com. ☺

If you are 
having boot 
or display 
issues 
on your 
computer, 
you are likely 
to come 

across recommendations about clearing the 
CMOS. But what does CMOS do, and how is 
it related to BIOS? Here’s everything you need 
to know.

BIOS Configuration Storage
The term CMOS, pronounced as “sea-

moss,” is commonly used to describe a 
small memory on a computer motherboard 
that stores BIOS or UEFI settings, 
including system date, time, and hardware 
configuration.

CMOS is short for Complementary 
Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor, which is a type 
of fabrication process used in the construction 
of various integrated circuit (IC) chips, 
including the memory chip being used to store 
the BIOS settings.

It is also referred to as CMOS RAM, BIOS 
RAM, and non-volatile BIOS memory. While 
CMOS is most commonly associated with 
Windows computers, Macs have a similar 
memory, and it’s called NVRAM or PRAM.

How Are BIOS and CMOS Related?

To understand the relation between BIOS 
and CMOS, it helps to know the role of a BIOS 
in your computer. BIOS, short for Basic Input-
Output System, is a firmware that comes with 
your computer’s motherboard. It’s responsible 
for initializing your computer’s hardware, testing 
it, and booting up the operating system when 
you hit the power button.

However, as BIOS is stored in read-only 
memory, it can’t save any changes you make 
to its configuration, such as tweaks to the boot 
order or overclock settings. These changes, 
along with the system date and time, are saved 
in CMOS. So CMOS can be essential to your 
computer’s stable functioning. And if your 
CMOS is cleared or its battery fails, you lose all 
your BIOS tweaks, and it reverts to the default 
settings.

https://www.howtogeek.com/805136/what-is-cmos/
https://www.howtogeek.com/179789/htg-explains-what-is-bios-and-when-should-i-use-it/
https://www.howtogeek.com/56958/htg-explains-how-uefi-will-replace-the-bios/
https://www.howtogeek.com/403953/how-are-cpus-actually-made/
https://www.howtogeek.com/284948/what-is-nvram-and-when-should-i-reset-it-on-my-mac/
https://www.howtogeek.com/713333/what-is-a-motherboard/
https://www.howtogeek.com/361572/what-is-an-operating-system/
https://www.howtogeek.com/180798/where-is-the-bios-stored/
https://www.howtogeek.com/180798/where-is-the-bios-stored/
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CMOS (Continued from page 3)

What Is a CMOS Battery?

The CMOS battery is usually a CR2032 
lithium coin battery on your computer’s 
motherboard. It was traditionally used to 
power the CMOS as older motherboards 
used a volatile memory to store the BIOS 
settings. Volatile memory loses data when 
it loses power. So a battery was used to 
provide power to the memory even after you 
had shut down the computer or removed the 
power cord.

However, the modern UEFI motherboards 
use a non-volatile memory or NVRAM to 
store UEFI configuration data. The non-
volatile memory can retain data even without 
applied power. That said, CMOS batteries 
are still used to keep time in your computer. 
And since the removal or failure of the CMOS 
battery has traditionally been associated with 
clearing CMOS data, modern motherboards 
also reset UEFI settings when CMOS battery 
fails.

Most CMOS batteries last anywhere 
between two to 10 years, depending on 
the computer usage. But if your computer 
is showing the wrong system time or date 
after a reboot or you are facing hardware 
compatibility issues, it may be time to replace 
the CMOS battery. Other key symptoms of 
a failed CMOS battery include problems in 
the boot process and constant beeping noise 
from the motherboard. You may also get 
errors, such as “CMOS Read Error,” “CMOS 
Battery Failure,” and “CMOS Checksum 
Error.”

How to Clear CMOS
There are occasions when you may have 

to clear your computer’s CMOS to reset BIOS 
or UEFI settings. However, it’s a relatively 
straightforward process, and depending on 
whether or not you have access to BIOS or 
UEFI menu, there are a few ways to achieve 
this.

The easiest way 
is to go to the BIOS 
or UEFI settings 
and choosing the 
reset option. It’s 
typically called 
“Load factory 
defaults” or “Load 
setup defaults.” You 
can also use the 
CMOS clear button 

if available on your motherboard. This button can 
either be found on the IO plate or near the CMOS 
battery.

In addition, reseating the CMOS battery is 
another way to clear the CMOS data. But you 
will need to open your computer and access the 
motherboard to reseat or replace the battery. But 
don’t worry. You can find detailed instructions and 
more ways to clear your computer CMOS in our 
detailed guide.

Small but Important Part
CMOS is a nifty little component that most 

computer users never have to worry about. Also, 
there is no benefit in tinkering with it unless you 
are troubleshooting your computer and need to 
revert BIOS or UEFI to its default settings. So you 
can forget about CMOS until you need it. ☺

Quick Tip of the Day: Create a 
Gmail Template

submitted by Ann Titus

Do you send a lot of e-mails with the 
same basic information? You can easily 
create a template in Gmail to save yourself 
valuable time.

Go into Settings (the cog icon) > See 
all settings > Advanced link. Scroll down 
to the section marked Templates, and click 
athe circle marked Enable.

Now you can create up to 50 unique 
templates. To create a template, click 
Compose, then write your e-mail, including 
the subject line. Click the three dots at 
the bottom right corner, then Templates. 
Choose Save draft as template.

To insert a template you’ve created, start 
a new e-mail draft. Again, click the three-dot 
menu > Templates > and insert one of your 
templates.  ☺

https://www.lifesavvy.com/reviews/the-best-cr-2032-batteries-for-your-devices/
https://www.lifesavvy.com/reviews/the-best-cr-2032-batteries-for-your-devices/
https://www.howtogeek.com/175649/what-you-need-to-know-about-using-uefi-instead-of-the-bios/
https://www.howtogeek.com/216124/why-do-pcs-still-require-a-cmos-battery-even-though-they-run-on-electricity/
https://www.howtogeek.com/173828/what-to-do-when-windows-wont-boot/
https://www.howtogeek.com/173828/what-to-do-when-windows-wont-boot/
https://www.howtogeek.com/131623/how-to-clear-your-computers-cmos-to-reset-bios-settings/
https://www.howtogeek.com/131623/how-to-clear-your-computers-cmos-to-reset-bios-settings/
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Test and Fix Your Computer Hardware
By Bob Rankin, http://askbobrankin.com, published through the APCUG

Is your computer acting strangely? If you’ve 
already ruled out a virus, it might be gremlins. 
But more likely, a software error is being caused 
by a hardware component that’s flaky, damaged, 
or overheated. Here are some tips and tools to 
help you diagnose and fix those annoying or 
intermittent computer problems that just seem to 
pop up for no apparent reason.

Testing Your Hardware
Computer problems that happen on a 

repeatable basis are usually pretty easy to 
diagnose and fix. For example, you try to run a 
certain program and it locks up your computer 
every time. Uninstalling, reinstalling or updating a 
program may solve the problem. A malware scan 
may find and remove a virus. But when problems 
pop up randomly, or they don’t happen every time, 
you need to do some detective work to find the 
cause.

In this article, I’ll introduce you to a virtual 
toolbox of useful diagnostic utilities that you can 
use to test your hardware, detect problems and 
possibly even prevent a future problem from 
happening.

Monitoring System Temperature and Voltage
I often say that heat is the enemy of 

electronics. And just like an automobile engine, 
excessive heat in your computer’s components 
can cause them to malfunction, seize up, or 
become damaged. As I’ve discussed in my 
article Do You Know Your Computer’s Worst 
Enemy?, some of the symptoms of overheating 
include sluggish performance, software crashes, 
as well as random reboots and restarts.

Modern computer motherboards are equipped 
with sensors to detect the temperature and/or 
voltage of the CPU, hard drives, graphics adapter 
and the motherboard itself. You can download free 
software that will monitor these components, and 
alert you if any potentially dangerous conditions 
are found. SpeedFAN is a long-standing favorite 
temperature monitoring utility. It also monitors 
voltages in various devices and the speed of the 
fan(s) which cool your CPU, power supply, and 
other components. Unfortunately, the download 
link on the SpeedFan website is hard to find. Be 
sure to click the Download link near the top of the 
page (next to Screenshots). On the next page, 

look for “The latest version is...” You’ll find the 
download link there. Clicking other links on the 
site may not get the desired result.

Another tool to display temperature readings 
is Speccy. Speccy reads temperature sensors 
built into your motherboard, graphics adapter 
and hard drives. In addition to that, Speccy 
also gives you detailed information on every 
hardware component inside your Windows 
computer. I do recommend that you try one 
or both, just to make sure your computer 
isn’t running hot. Many times, reducing the 
temperature inside your system unit (or a 
specific component) will “magically” fix a 
problem that’s been dogging you.

Testing RAM Memory
Did you ever have a car that ran just fine, 

except once in a while, when you’re turning left 
on a Tuesday, just after a full moon, it makes 
a funny noise and almost stalls? Sometimes a 
faulty or flaky RAM chip can cause seemingly 
random system glitches, such as lock ups, 
restarts, or the dreaded Blue Screen of Death. 
Let’s say you have 8 gigabytes of RAM memory, 
installed as a pair of 4GB chips, a pretty 
common scenario. There might be a defect on 
one of those chips, which only causes a problem 
when a certain amount of memory (or a certain 
program) is being used. (Note that RAM memory 
is not the same as your hard drive storage.)

Memtest86+ is a tool that will help you test 
the RAM memory in your Windows computer, to 
see if it’s functioning properly. Unlike the quick 
BIOS tests run when you start up your computer, 
Memtest86+ does a thorough and rigorous test 
of all RAM, and will report if any problems are 
found. One of the most common problems is 
when a program writes data to a memory cell, 
and an adjacent cell is erroneously written with 
the same data. It’s also possible that a faulty 
memory location will record the wrong value, or 
no value at all. These errors occur rarely, but 
when they do, the results can be unpredictable. 
It might be something you’d never notice, like 
the wrong shade of blue in one tiny pixel of a 
large photo. It could manifest as a system crash, 
or the computer might refuse to boot up at all.

I recommend that you install the Memtest86+ 
software on a USB flash. Memtest86+ is a 

https://askbobrankin.com/do_you_know_your_computers_worst_enemy.html
https://askbobrankin.com/do_you_know_your_computers_worst_enemy.html
https://www.almico.com/speedfan.php
https://www.ccleaner.com/speccy
http://www.memtest.org/
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Continued on page 6

How to Use Safe Mode to Diagnose Problems on Your Windows PC
by Emma Garofalo at Komando.com (tip from 04/15/22)

Copyright 2022. WestStar TalkRadio Network, reprinted with permission. No further republication or redistribution is permitted 
without the written permission of WestStar TalkRadio Network. Visit Kim Komando and sign up for her free e-mail newsletters at: 

www.komando.com

Test and Fix Hardware (Continued from 
page 5)

stand-alone program, which 
requires you to restart your 
computer, and boot from the USB 
or CDROM you just created. If 
your computer doesn’t boot up into 
Memtest86+, you’ll need to change 
your BIOS settings to set the USB 
or CD as the first boot drive. I 
suggest that you try Memtest86+ 
if you have what appears to be a 
random software problem, but it’s 
also a good idea to run it once in a 
while (maybe just once a year) to 
make sure all your RAM memory is 
in good working order.

Testing Your Hard Drive
Your hard drive is the permanent 

storage space for your computer 
files. Don’t confuse this with RAM 
memory, which is just temporary 
working space for programs. To 
keep them straight, think of RAM 
as the top of your desk, and your 
hard drive as a filing cabinet. A hard 
drive should outlast your computer, 
but you never know. Hard drives 

can develop bad sectors, due to 
excessive use or faulty hardware. 
A power surge, a dropped drive, or 
software glitch may result in lost or 
damaged files.

If you hear odd noises from the 
hard drive, or you’re seeing errors 
such as “file cannot be accessed”, 
“error reading disk”, or the more 
ominous “no fixed disk present”, 
it’s time to run some tests on your 
hard drive. Windows comes with a 
disk diagnostic tool called CHKDSK 
that can analyze and fix certain 
errors. Other tools such as Seagate 
SeaTools, and the Hitachi Drive 
Fitness Test may be helpful also. 
See my article Is Your Hard Drive 
Going to Crash? to learn more 
about the signs of hard drive failure, 
links to these programs, and other 
hard drive maintenance tips.

If your hard drive is not able to 
boot up, or it appears that you’ve 
lost all your files, don’t despair just 
yet. TestDisk is a powerful free 
tool can recover lost hard drive 
partitions, recover deleted files, and 
even rebuild scrambled files.)

Testing Your Speed
Would you like to know if your 

spiffy new computer is performing 
at the advertised specs? How about 
testing the impact of installing new 
RAM, a graphics adapter or hard 
drive? Or maybe you’d like to go 
head to head against your friend’s 
PC, to see who has the faster rig. 
Fortunately, there’s an abundance 
of software that will test and 
benchmark the performance of your 
computer’s components.

PCMark tests a wide range 
of components. PCMark will 
simulate and report on a variety of 
conditions, such as web browsing, 
gaming, general computation, 
image manipulation, and data 
storage. There are free, Advanced, 
and Professional editions, 
depending on your needs.

Other options, such as SuperPi, 
NovaBench and SANDRA, are 
discussed in more detail in my 
related article [SPEED] Is Your PC 
Fast Enough? If you want to test 
or tweak your Internet connection 
speed, see How Can I Speed Up 
My Internet Connection?  ☺

Are you having trouble surfing the internet? 
It could be a simple issue with your web 
browser. Tap or click here for five ways to 
speed it up.

The problem could be deeper, though. There 
might be something wrong with your Windows 
PC. If you’re experiencing poor performance 
or crashing apps, pay attention. There’s a real 
problem behind every surface-level symptom.

Thankfully Microsoft has a tool that you can 
use to find the problem quickly. Here’s how to use 
Safe Mode to troubleshoot your PC.

What is Safe Mode for PC?
Safe Mode is a Windows feature that 

utilizes only the bare necessities.
Safe Mode starts Windows in a raw state, using 

a restricted set of files and drivers. If a problem 

doesn’t happen in Safe Mode, default settings 
and basic device drivers aren’t causing the 
issue. 

Observing Windows in Safe Mode allows you 
to narrow down the source of an issue and can 
help you troubleshoot problems on your PC.

There are two versions of safe mode: Safe 
Mode and Safe Mode with Networking. Safe 
Mode with Networking adds the network drivers 
and services you’ll need to be online and 
connect with other computers on your network. 

How to enable Safe Mode
You can launch Safe Mode in several ways 

with Windows 10 and 11. The simplest way is 
from Settings, so let’s focus on that.

https://askbobrankin.com/is_your_hard_drive_going_to_crash.html
https://askbobrankin.com/is_your_hard_drive_going_to_crash.html
https://www.cgsecurity.org/wiki/TestDisk_Download
https://benchmarks.ul.com/
https://askbobrankin.com/speed_is_your_pc_fast_enough.html
https://askbobrankin.com/speed_is_your_pc_fast_enough.html
https://askbobrankin.com/want_to_speed_up_your_internet_connection.html
https://askbobrankin.com/want_to_speed_up_your_internet_connection.html
https://www.komando.com/tech-tips/5-ways-to-speed-up-your-browser/833997/
https://www.komando.com/tech-tips/5-ways-to-speed-up-your-browser/833997/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/start-your-pc-in-safe-mode-in-windows-92c27cff-db89-8644-1ce4-b3e5e56fe234
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Safe Mode (Continued from page 6)
To access Safe Mode in Windows 10:
1. Press the Windows logo key  + I on your 

keyboard to open Settings. If that doesn’t work, 
select the Start button, then Settings.

2. Select Update & Security > Recovery.
3. Under Advanced startup, select Restart now.

After your PC restarts to the Choose an 
option screen, select Troubleshoot > Advanced 
options > Startup Settings > Restart. You may be 
asked to enter your BitLocker recovery key.

After your PC restarts, you’ll see a list of options. 
Select 4 or press F4 to start your PC in Safe Mode. 
Or, if you’ll need to use the internet, select 5 or 
press F5 for Safe Mode with Networking.

To access Safe Mode in Windows 11:
1. Press the Windows logo key + I on your 

keyboard to open Settings. If that doesn’t work, 
select the Start button, then select Settings.

2. Select System > Recovery.
3. Under Recovery options, next to Advanced 

startup, select Restart now.

After your PC restarts to the Choose an 
option screen, select Troubleshoot > Advanced 
options > Startup Settings > Restart. You may be 
asked to enter your BitLocker recovery key.

After your PC restarts, you’ll see a list of options. 
Select 4 or press F4 to start your PC in Safe Mode. 
Or, if you’ll need to use the internet, select 5 or 
press F5 for Safe Mode with Networking.

What if my system already crashed?
You can enter Safe Mode after you’ve already 

encountered a problem. Here’s how:
1. Perform a hard reset by pressing and holding 

the Power button on your PC for 10 seconds.
2. Turn the device back on after it shuts down by 

hitting the Power button once.
3. As it boots up, press and hold the Power button 

for another 10 seconds.
4. Again, turn the computer back on by pressing 

the Power button.
5. Repeat this process one more time, 

prompting Automatic Repair to launch.
6. Select winRE, short for Windows Recovery 

Environment.
7. From here, you’ll be brought back to the 

same troubleshooting options as before. Click 
into Troubleshoot to begin.

8. Choose Advanced options, followed 
by Startup Settings.

9. Use F5 to enable Safe Mode with networking.

After the entire process has concluded, your 
PC will remain in Safe Mode until the next time 
you power down.

How to disable Safe Mode
To turn Safe Mode off, hit Win + R to call up 

the Run window.
1. Type in “MSConfig” and hit OK.
2. Under the Boot tab, ensure that the box 

next to Safe boot is not checked.

Now, try restarting your computer again. It 
should be completely back in action.

How to use Safe Mode to diagnose your PC
Safe Mode is ideal when you have a mystery 

to solve and no idea where to begin. What’s the 
best way to use Safe mode as a diagnostic tool 
once it’s in place?
•	 With a flushed-out Task Manager, you’ll 

be able to identify problematic processes 
quickly.

•	 You might find that your computer is totally 
fine when only the essentials are running, 
perhaps hinting at the actual underlying 
problem outside of these necessities.

•	 If your PC has been rendered unusable, 
Safe Mode might be able to get you back 
into a place of relative functionality.

Safe Mode clears the playing field for you. 
With the riff-raff off the table, you’ll be able to 
sleuth it out without distraction without wiping 
your system right off the bat.

Other things to keep in mind when using 
Safe Mode

One of the most common concerns will 
be the possibility of locking yourself out of the 
device.

Adding a PIN, fingerprint, or security key 
are all viable workarounds, giving you a vital 
backdoor when disaster strikes. You can 
also disable the “only allow Windows Hello 
sign-in for Microsoft accounts” option in 
your Accounts settings, found in your Sign-in 
options.

We love Safe Mode because it makes 
diagnostics easy, even if you’re not necessarily a 
hardcore PC enthusiast. Anybody can use Safe 
Mode, and it might end up saving you a lot of 
time and trouble. ☺

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/find-my-bitlocker-recovery-key-fd2b3501-a4b9-61e9-f5e6-2a545ad77b3e
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/find-my-bitlocker-recovery-key-fd2b3501-a4b9-61e9-f5e6-2a545ad77b3e
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Five New Windows 11 Features
By Bob Rankin, http://askbobrankin.com, published through the APCUG

Have you made the move from Windows 
10 to Windows 11? If you’ve already upgraded, 
here are some tips for getting the most out of 
the Windows 11 experience. If you’re holding off, 
and your PC has the required hardware, check 
out these five new features that await you when 
Windows 11 arrives on your screen.

Windows 11 - Customize and Maximize Your 
Experience

Moving to a new version of an operating 
system can present a learning curve. The 
Windows 11 interface is redesigned, and some 
things work a little differently. There are also 
some new features you may find useful. Read 
on for some tips on customizing your Windows 
11 PC, and the scoop on how to use the features 
that are new to you.

Customizing the Windows 11 Taskbar
The Windows 11 Start Menu is centered on 

the bottom of the screen. (Hmmm, very similar 
to the Mac OS X interface.) If you find that 
annoying or hard to get used to, you can move it 
back to the left, where it belongs! To do so, right-
click anywhere on the taskbar, select Taskbar 
Settings, then scroll down to “Taskbar behaviors” 
and click to expand the menu. Select “Left” in 
the “Taskbar alignment” dropdown. If desired, 
you can use the option here to automatically 
hide the taskbar, or remove any unwanted 
taskbar icons.

One thing you can’t do, which was possible 
in previous Windows versions, is drag the 
taskbar to the top of the screen, or position it 
vertically on the left or right side. (There is a 
Registry tweak which allows moving the taskbar 
to the top, but it’s unsupported and a bit buggy.)

Windows 11 Dark Mode
Lots of desktop programs and mobile apps 

are adding a Dark Mode, which effectively 
flips the black/white color balance on your 
screen. The background of your screen will be 
black, with white text. In addition to extending 
battery life on mobile devices, some say dark 
mode boosts productivity and is gentler on the 
eyes because it reduces glare and blue light 
exposure. Some sources say it’s NOT good 
for the eyes because it’s harder to read long 
chunks of text with a light-on-dark theme. One 
article I found quoted an ophthalmologist saying 

dark mode does not affect eye health in any 
way, but the author wondered if it might lead to 
depression.

Make of that what you will. Windows 11 has 
a Dark Mode option that you can turn on and 
see for yourself. Click Settings / Personalization 
/ Colors, then use the “Choose your mode” 
toggle to switch between Dark and Light modes.

Android Apps on Windows 11
Windows 11 now supports Android apps, at 

least some of the popular ones you might have 
on your Android smartphone. The selection 
is limited to apps in the Amazon Appstore, as 
opposed to the much larger catalog of apps 
available from Google Play. You’ll need a US-
based Amazon account, the latest version of 
Windows 11 and Windows Store, 8GB of RAM, 
and a Solid-state Drive (SSD), and a CPU that 
supports the Virtual Machine Platform feature on 
Windows 11 for this to work. Setting up your PC 
to run Android apps is a bit tricky. See this article 
on Windows Central to get started with Windows 
Subsystem for Android.

Multiple Desktops on Windows 11
The Multiple Desktop feature first appeared 

in Windows 10, but has been improved in 
Windows 11. You can add a second (or third) 
desktop to keep related programs organized in 
a way that works for you. Having a desktop for 
home and another for work is one idea. Select 
the Task view icon on your taskbar, select New 
desktop, and place the apps and icons you want 
to use on that desktop. You can press Alt-Win 
on the keyboard to cycle through your virtual 
desktops similar to the way Alt-Tab moves 
between open programs.

Microsoft Teams on Windows 11
Microsoft Teams is now built into Windows 

11 so you can instantly chat and video call, right 
from your desktop. Click the Teams icon on the 
taskbar to select a contact and begin a chat or 
a Zoom-style video call. Note that this feature is 
a “slim” version of the Teams app that uses your 
personal Microsoft account. If you use Microsoft 
Teams for work or school, you will need to use 
the version of the Teams app that is labeled 
(work or school) and uses the icon with a blue 
tile with a white letter “T”. ☺

https://www.windowscentral.com/how-get-started-android-apps-windows-11
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Learning Tips for Everyone: Asking Google is So Easy and Convenient
By Jim Cerny, Forums Coordinator and Class Instructor, https://thestug.org, jimcerny123(at)gmail.com

Everyone enjoys learning IF it is a fun and 
helpful experience. For example, if you get a new 
car with all those electronic options, it can be fun 
learning those that will keep you safer and offer 
a more pleasant driving experience. Everyone 
enjoys learning in different ways. Some enjoy 
a classroom experience with others. Some feel 
that the best way is with a personal tutor to help 
them precisely with what they need or want to 
learn. But first, why not just Ask Google and see 
what happens? Then, let’s explore some learning 
“tricks” to help you learn more easily and have fun 
while learning right on your computer. 

1. Make a list of what you THINK you would like to 
learn. This list will always be modified and edited, 
so write this in pencil.

2. Pick one thing on your list that you think should 
be a short learning curve. This will help you get 
started.

3. Set a time limit of just 10 or 15 minutes with 
a “reward” at the end waiting for you. (I like 
chocolate!)

4. Ok, now start by “Asking Google.” Ask as you 
would a private tutor – “How do I create a new 
folder in Windows?”, “How do I copy my photos to 
Google Photos?”, “How do I make sure my virus 
protection is working?” etc. Try to be specific with 
such phrases as “using Windows” or “using my 
iPhone” in your question.

5. You will get a long list of options AND a list of 
questions similar to yours that you can click on to 
get results and answers. You will also see (if you 
are lucky) a quick checklist of steps to do what 
you asked. This is great as a short reminder of 
something you have done before but forgot.

6. Scroll down the list and look for a short video 
to watch to answer your question. Pick one and 
click on it. If you find it is not what you wanted, 
just X out of it and try another one.

7. Write down the answer you think is best.

8. Now, right away, minimize that browser 
window and actually DO IT. You can always go 
back to that window to see the next steps if you 
need to. Do not be afraid of making a mistake; 
you will not hurt your computer.

9. If you were successful, check your written 
answer and see if anything needs to be 
changed. For example, was it hard to find that 
box to click on? Did you have to scroll down to 
get to the option you wanted? Note the helpful 
information you needed to know for your use, 
which may not have been that clear in the 
instructions you saw.

10. Keep your note! This is the one thing you 
learned today. If you DO IT three times, you will 
be much more likely to remember it (and where 
to find it in your notes in the future).

11. Yes, you can easily keep notes on a 
computer file too, but it is yet another window 
to keep open as you go from window to 
window. So some people like to keep their 
notes in a paper notebook. But do what you 
want.

12. You should sort the things you learn by 
category – such as computer security, using 
your browser, working with files, photo storage, 
iPhone settings, etc.

Hey, if you learned one new thing a day, in 
a month, you will be amazed at yourself and 
will deserve an extra reward!  Classes and 
tutors are great too, but using your computer 
to learn is so convenient and free. So, take the 
next step to learn something fun and see what 
happens.  ☺
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